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OF  THE 
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Population  of  District  (1891) 

18,026 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1896 

19^3! 

Area  in  Statute  Acres 

B437 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ... 

3i‘9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ... 

16-9 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

3*5 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births 

I45 

- — # — — *-• - - 

To  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Taunton. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twenty-fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Taunton. 

The  health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1896  was 
remarkably  good,  and  had  it  not  been  for  an  Epidemic  of 
Measles,  which  caused  a  very  heavy  mortality,  the  year  would 
have  compared  most  favourably  with  its  predecessors. 

My  Report  deals  first  with  the  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
of  the  Town,  followed  by  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  Returns, 
and  the  causes  thereof,  and,  lastly,  the  various  adtions  taken  to 
promote  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  Borough. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  has  continued  satisfactory  during  the 
year.  The  prevalence  of  a  drought,  however,  causes  a  strain 
to  be  placed  on  it,  and  this,  combined  with  the  fact  that  a  large 
quantity  of  water  runs  to  waste  during  the  winter  months,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  growing  requirements  of  the 
Town,  makes  the  building  of  an  additional  Storage  Reservoir 
one  of  importance.  The  matter  has  received  the  consideration 
of  your  Council  during  the  year,  and  before  long  the  work  will 
no  doubt  be  commenced.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  waste  of 
water  which  takes  place  during  the  winter  months,  I  may 
mention  that  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  H.  Coles,  your  Water 
Works  Manager,  that  on  the  15th  of  December,  1896,  the 
Blagdon  Reservoir  was  overflowing  at  the  rate  of  four  million 
gallons  per  diem,  and  that  millions  of  gallons  are  at  this  time 
of  the  year  running  to  waste.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  remark 
that  with  an  ever-increasing  demand,  the  storage  of  these 
enormous  quantities  is  an  act  of  prudence  which  cannot  fail  to 
become  of  great  value  to  the  Town  in  the  future. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  subjects  both  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal,  have 
occupied  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  your  Council 
during  the  year. 

In  my  Report  for  1895,  I  mentioned  the  visit  of  Mr.  Naylor, 
and  his  Report  on  the  subjeCt  of  the  Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

This  Report  having  met  with  considerable  criticism,  it  was 
determined  to  ask  the  opinion  of  another  “expert”  on  the 
subject,  and  on  the  27th  of  March,  Mr.  Santo  Crimp  paid  a 
visit  of  inspection.  He  not  merely  visited  the  Works,  but  the 
country  for  some  miles  around,  including  Holway  and  Henlade, 
and  the  land  lying  to  the  south  of  the  Works,  and  also  Bathpool, 
Creech,  and  Ham,  along  the  course  of  the  river. 

His  Report  was  presented  in  due  course,  and  considered  by 
your  Council.  He  considered  the  methods  of  disposal  under 
three  heads,  viz. : — 

1.  Artificial  Filtration.  This,  which  includes  Chemical 
Precipitation,  Artificial  Filtration,  and  Sludge  Presses,  he 
thought  would  cost  £2,000  per  annum  in  working  expenses. 

2.  Precipitation  and  Application  of  Effluent  to  Land.  For 
this,  Land  would  be  required  on  the  north  or  south  side  of  the 
river,  Sludge  Presses  used,  and  extra  pumping  power  required. 

3.  Broad  Irrigation.  This  with  untreated  Sewage,  150 
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acres  of  Land  would  be  required.  He  estimated  the  cost  of 
Land  and  laying  out  of  same  at  ^"20,000,  but  the  Chemical 
Treatment  and  Sludge  Pressing  would  be  saved.  Finally,  he 
recommended  that  enquiries  be  made  as  regards  the  price  of 
Land  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  May  12th  your  Council,  feeling  that  the  evidence  of 
eye-witnesses  would  be  of  value,  agreed  to  send  a  Deputation  to 
inspedt  for  themselves  and  report.  Accordingly,  on  May  18th, 
Alderman  Spiller,  Councillor  Webber,  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
and  I  went  to  Reading.  On  the  following  day  we  visited 
Windsor  and  ACton,  on  the  20th  Hendon  and  Friern  Barnett, 
and  on  21st  the  Barking  Outfall  Works,  returning  that 
evening.  On  the  gth  of  June  we  presented  our  Report,  which 
was  considered  by  your  Council,  and  our  chief  recommendations 
were  adopted.  I  may  here  briefly  state  that  we  inspected  (1) 
a  Sewage  Farm  (on  a  large  scale)  at  Reading;  (2)  the  Inter¬ 
national  Process  at  ACton  ;  (3)  Land  Filtration  at  Windsor  ; 
(4)  the  disposal  of  the  London  Sewage  at  Barking,  and  mixed 
methods  at  Hendon  and  Friern  Barnett.  Of  all  these  places, 
Hendon  appeared  to  us  to  most  nearly  approach  Taunton  in  its 
requirements  ;  and,  further,  we  considered  the  methods  adopted 
most  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  its  results  and  its  cost.  Our 
recommendations  were : — 

1.  That  a  sufficient  area  of  Land  should  be  obtained  for  the 
effective  Filtration  of  the  Effluent  and  disposal  of  the  Sludge. 

2.  That  the  Effluent  should  pass  through  properly  con¬ 
structed  Filters  in  the  Land. 

3.  That  the  Sludge  should  be  applied  to  Land,  thus  doing 
away  with  costly  Sludge  Presses. 

4.  That  an  efficient  Manager  should  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  Works. 

We  also  visited  the  Works  at  Horfield,  Bristol,  and  the  so- 
called  “  Septic  Tank  ”  system  at  Exeter.  The  former  were 
new,  and  on  a  small  scale.  The  same  may  be  applied  to  the 
latter  ;  but,  from  what  we  saw,  we  did  not  consider  the  so- 
called  system  one  that  we  could  advise  for  adoption. 

Your  Sewage  Works  sub-Committee  were  very  energetic 
during  the  year  in  their  endeavours  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  Works.  The  trenching  in  of  the  Sludge  on  the  spare 
ground  to  the  north  of  the  Works  was  a  very  great  success, 
the  former  abominable  nuisance  which  arose  from  a  small  sea 
of  decomposing  Sludge  being  quite  done  away  with.  This 
Land,  in  faCt,  was  used  over  four  or  five  times,  and  no  nuisance 
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arose,  the  liquid  part  of  the  Sludge  being  rapidly  absorbed  by 
the  Soil,  and  the  solid  portion  completely  deodorized.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  no  more  land  being  available,  the  old  method  of 
pouring  it  out  on  the  open  was  had  recourse  to,  and  the  old 
nuisance  still  exists. 

Another  improvement  has  been  the  use  of  Ferrozone 
as  a  precipitant.  This  is  somewhat  costly,  but  it  gives  a 
clear  effluent,  free  from  smell,  and  yielding  only  -24  parts  per 
100,000  or  *16  grains  per  gallon  of  Albuminoid  Ammonia, 
whereas  formerly  it  was  *50  and  *35  respectively. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  wished  that  Lime  should  be  abandoned 
if  possible.  It  greatly  increases  the  bulk  of  the  Sludge,  and 
sets  up  secondary  decomposition,  which  is  much  to  be  avoided. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  if  a  suitable  precipitant  be 
used,  and  sufficient  Land  be  obtained  so  as  to  provide  efficient 
Filters,  and  to  enable  the  Sludge  to  be  dug  in,  that  our 
Works  will  not  only  be  free  from  nuisance  and  provide  a  good 
Effluent,  but  will  compare  favourably  with  any  works  in  the 
kingdom. 

But  above  all,  a  thoroughly  efficient  and  trustworthy 
Manager  is  required  to  ensure  success.  He  should  live  in 
proximity  to  the  Works,  and  devote  his  whole  time  to  them. 

The  purchase  of  the  Land  for  the  purposes  already 
mentioned  is  the  subjeCt  now  before  your  Council,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  obtained  the  sooner  will  the  Works  be  rendered 
efficient. 

The  subjeCf  of  the  Sewerage  of  Rowbarton,  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  the  flooding  of  the  Station  Road,  has  received  the 
serious  consideration  of  your  Council.  Two  schemes  were 
advocated  for  this  purpose,  a  high  level  one,  and  one  which 
would  be  supplementary  to  the  present  Sewers.  The  latter 
being  selected  by  your  Council,  the  Local  Government  Board 
sent  Col.  Luard  to  hold  an  enquiry  on  October  9th,  1896  ;  the 
objedf  being  to  obtain  a  loan  of  ^"1,500  for  the  carrying  out  of 
the  scheme.  Since  then  a  letter  has  been  received  from  the 
Board,  declining  to  accede  to  the  loan  on  the  grounds  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  scheme. 

Thus  for  the  present  the  matter  stands. 

The  enlargement  of  the  overflow  at  Obridge  Weir 
(originally  suggested  by  Councillor  Webber),  has  no  doubt 
tended  to  relieve  North  Town  when  the  Sewers  are  surcharged. 
There  can  moreover  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  main  Sewer  in 
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Priory  is  to  a  considerable  extent  choked.  If  this  were  freed 
and  a  good  exit  given,  there  is  no  doubt  the  very  congested 
state  of  the  Sewers  would  be  materially  relieved. 

Mortality  during  the  Year. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  were  374. 

This  includes  all  the  deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  but  from 
these  must  be  deducted  those  who  came  from  without,  and 
were  not  residents  in  the  Town.  These  numbered  38,  and  if 
dedudted,  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  to  336.  This  is  at  the 
rate  of  16*9  per  1,000.  The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years 
was  the  same,  viz.,  16*9  per  1,000. 

Localities. 

The  localities  in  which  these  deaths  occurred  were  as  follow : 


St.  Mary’s  Distridt 

123  deaths. 

St.  James’  Distridt 

166 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital 

32  „ 

Union  Workhouse 

15 

Total 

336  „ 

Sexes. 

Of  the  336  deaths,  166  were  Males,  and 

170  Females. 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follow  : — 

Under  1  year  ... 

92 

1  to  5  years  ... 

54 

5  to  15  ,,  . 

8 

15  to  2 5  »  . 

10 

25  to  60  ,, 

67 

Over  60  ,, 

105 

Total 

•••  336 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  total  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  Borough 
were  85,  viz.,  55  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and 
30  in  the  Union  Workhouse.  Of  these  85,  47  were  residents 
in  the  Borough,  26  came  from  the  Taunton  Rural  Distridf, 
and  12  from  outside  both  Districts. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  the  seven  so-called 
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Zymotic  Diseases,  viz.,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea,  were  70  in  number. 
These  were  as  follow  : — 


Diphtheria 

...  •  •  • 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

Measles  ... 

40 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16 

Total 

70 

This  makes  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  3*5  per  1,000. 

2.  Other  Diseases.  The  chief  diseases  which  caused  the 
remaining  deaths  were  as  follow  : — Croup,  2  ;  Phthisis,  22  ; 
Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia,  49  ;  Heart  Diseases,  25  ; 
Injuries,  5  ;  and  other  diseases,  163  ;  making,  with  the  70 
deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  a  total  of  336  deaths. 

Births  during  1896. 

The  total  births  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  were  632, 
or  at  the  rate  of  31-9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  these  282  occurred  in  St.  Mary’s  District,  and  350  in 
St.  James’. 

The  infant  mortality  during  1896  was  145  per  1,000  births. 

Acftion  taken  during  the  Year  to  prevent  the 
Spread  of  Diseases. 

1.  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  1896,  I  received  84  Certificates  of  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  Infedtious  Diseases. 

Forty  of  these  referred  to  St.  Mary’s  District,  41  to  St. 
James’,  and  3  to  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  the  diseases  notified,  and  the 
Districts  in  which  they  occurred  : — 


Disease. 

St.  Mary’s 
District. 

St.  James’ 
District. 

T.  &  S. 
Hospital. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

II 

12 

I 

24 

Diphtheria 

22 

13 

O 

35 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

3 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

I 

O 

O 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

13 

O 

17 

Totals 

4° 

41 

3 

84 
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Of  these  84  cases,  46  were  admitted  into  the  Sanitary 
Hospital.  Two  reported  as  Scarlet  Fever  were  discovered 
to  be  Measles  on  admission  to  the  Hospital. 

2.  The  Sanitary  Hospital. 


Sixty-five  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  into 
the  Sanitary  Hospital  during  the  year,  of  which  46  were  from 
the  Borough.  They  were  as  follow 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Total. 

St.  Mary’s  District 

1 1 

...  II  ... 

I 

. . .  3  ••• 

26 

St.  James’  District 

7 

...  10 

3 

...  O  ... 

20 

Totals 

18 

21 

4 

3 

46 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  into  the  Hospital  since 
its  opening  in  July,  1879,  is  1,462,  of  which  968  have  been 
from  the  Borough. 


Full  details  of  the  year’s  work  will  be  found  in  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  Hospital  for  1896,  which  is  appended  to  this 
Report. 

3.  Disinfection. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  has  been 
fully  carried  out  by  your  Officers  free  of  charge.  I  have 
again  to  allude  to  the  worn-out  Disinfecting  Chamber  in 
Magdalene  Street.  It  has  done  more  than  twenty  years’ 
work,  and  a  new  and  more  efficient  one  is  required. 

4.  Sickness  during  1896. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  had  it  not  been  for  an  Epidemic 
of  Measles,  the  year  would  have  been  very  healthy.  During 
the  year  24  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  to  me.  They 
were  scattered  about  in  various  parts  of  the  Town,  and 
occurred  at  all  seasons,  all  being  of  a  mild  type,  and,  thanks 
to  our  means  of  isolation,  never  spreading. 

Thirty-five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported.  Several  of 
these  occurred  in  the  Barracks,  and  were  due  to  the  drains 
(opened  to  be  repaired)  being  left  open  for  a  fortnight  at  a 
time ;  an  occurrence  to  be  deplored,  and  which  should  not 
have  occurred. 

Seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  reported,  but  one  at 
least  of  these  proved  not  to  be  such.  The  worst  case  was 
imported  from  London.  The  majority  of  these  cases  were 
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removed  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital.  In  the  month  of  September, 
Measles  became  unfortunately  very  rife  in  the  Town,  and  to 
such  an  extent  did  it  affeCI  the  Elementary  Schools,  that  I 
advised  their  closure.  This  was  done  on  September  28th,  and 
they  remained  closed  for  five  weeks,  until  November  3rd, 
when  they  were  re-opened,  and  the  Epidemic  had  virtually 
disappeared.  During  the  recess  the  school  buildings  were  all 
cleansed,  limewashed,  and  disinfected.  Occurring  at  an  un¬ 
fortunate  time  of  the  year,  when  the  weather  was  very  damp, 
a  large  number  of  cases  ended  fatally,  41  deaths  being  due  to 
this  cause. 

Diarrhoea,  especially  among  infants,  was  rife  during  the 
dry,  hot  months.  It  occurred  chiefly  in  the  most  insanitary 
parts  of  the  Town. 

The  existence  of  Small  Pox  in  a  neighbouring  County 
created  a  scare,  and  all  sorts  of  rumours  were  about  with 
regards  to  its  appearance  in  the  Town,  but  not  a  single  case 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Action  taken  during  the  Year  for  Sanitary  purposes, 

over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  House  Inspection. 

With  your  Inspector  I  am  constantly  visiting  and  inspecting 
various  parts  of  the  Town. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  Inspector’s  Report,  1,318  houses 
were  inspected  during  the  year  ;  118  houses  were  cleansed  and 
limewashed.  The  number  of  re-inspeCtions  was  154. 

To  ensure  the  safe  conditions  of  house  drains,  the  smoke 
test  is  being  frequently  applied.  This  was  done  in  591  cases. 
The  number  of  soil  pipes  repaired  and  renewed  were  38,  and 
new  W.C.’s  supplied  in  31  cases. 

As  regards  disinfection  after  InfeCtious  Disease,  45  houses 
were  disinfected. 

Some  trouble  was  caused  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  by 
the  proximity  of  some  soil  pipes  to  windows  in  the  centre  of 
the  Town.  I  found  at  the  back  of  one  street  17  soil-pipe 
ventilators  in  view,  three  of  these  being  below  the  eaves  of 
houses  and  near  windows.  I  have  mentioned  this  subjeCt  in 
previous  Reports,  and  again  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
careless  way  in  which  they  are  occasionally  fixed,  so  that  in 
the  future  more  care  may  be  taken. 
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The  ejects  and  surface  drainage  of  premises  have  been 
frequently  found  faulty,  and  requiring  constant  attention. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

I  have  analysed  a  number  of  samples  of  Well  Water  during 
the  year,  and  in  all  cases  found  them  polluted  with  Sewage. 
Thirty  Wells  have  been  so  condemned,  and  55  houses  have 
been  supplied  with  Corporation  Water.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  habit  of  drawing  direCt  from  the  mains  for  dietetic  use, 
instead  of  from  closet  cisterns,  is  now  pretty  universal.  Thirty- 
one  cisterns  were  cleaned,  repaired,  and  covered  during  the  year. 

3.  Nuisances. 

A  cesspool  at  Staplegrove  (recently  added  to  the  Borough) 
caused  a  great  nuisance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  over¬ 
flowing  near  a  footpath,  and  not  far  from  houses.  The  Sewer 
was  extended  to  the  houses  in  question,  and  the  drains  con¬ 
nected  therewith,  and  the  cesspool  destroyed.  A  case  of 
overcrowding  occurred  at  Rowbarton,  and  was  abated  on 
Notice  being  served. 

A  nuisance  from  pigs  at  Frieze  Hill  called  for  aCtion. 

No  less  than  52  cases,  of  animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a 
nuisance,  were  dealt  with. 

4.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Thirty-nine  Dairies  and  Milkshops  exist  in  the  Borough. 
They  have  been  frequently  visited  and  inspected.  Cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  December  at  a  Milkshop.  The  cases 
(3)  were  removed  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital.  The  house  was 
closed  as  a  Milkshop  temporarily,  and  was  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected.  The  surface  drainage  at  the  back  of  the 
premises  was  found  to  be  defective. 

5.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-Houses. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  are  32,  and 
Slaughter-houses  9.  They  are  frequently  inspected,  and  are 
kept  in  good  condition. 

6.  Lodging-Houses. 

These,  two  in  number,  are  fairly  kept. 

The  Meteorology  of  1896. 

This  is  of  an  interesting  character.  The  first  six  months  of 
the  year  were  remarkable  for  the  high  state  of  the  Barometer, 
p.nd  the  small  rainfall.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was. 
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too,  above  the  average.  The  Death  Rates  were,  during  this 
period,  very  low,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following : — 


Death  Rate. 

Rainfall. 

January 

13-2  per  1,000 

•51  inches. 

February 

•43 

March 

9-6 

2-82  ,, 

April 

13-2 

•66 

May 

20-4 

•08 

June 

9’6 

...  2-79  „ 

From  September 

to  December, 

inclusive,  the  Barometer 

stood  lower,  and  the  rainfall  was  much  increased,  as  was  also 

the  Death  Rate  : — 

Death  Rate. 

Rainfall. 

September 

2i-6  per  1,000 

4-48  inches. 

October 

x4'4 

...  2*61 

November 

25*2 

.  .  .  92  5  5 

December 

20-4 

...  5-01 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  only  23-46  inches,  being 
considerably  below  the  average.  In  1895  it  was  26-68  inches. 

The  number  of  days  it  fell  was  146  in  1896,  whereas  in 
1895  ^  was  only  136  days. 

Appended  to  this  Report  is  a  Meteorological  Table,  giving 
the  mean  height  of  the  Barometer,  mean  temperature  of  air, 
amount  of  rainfall,  and  number  of  days  it  fell. 

There  are  also  Tables  A  and  B,  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  giving  Mortality,  Sickness  Returns,  &c. 
A  Table  giving  at  a  glance  the  Annual  Births  and  Deaths, 
with  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  in 
Public  Institutions  since  the  year  1873,  and  your  Inspector's 
Report  of  work  performed  by  him  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Mean  Height 

Mean 

RAINFALL. 

MONTH. 

of 

Barometer. 

Temperature 
of  Air. 

Days  it 
Fell. 

Amount  in 
Inches. 

January 

30*26 

4I’7° 

9 

•51 

February 

30,25 

38*I° 

7 

*43 

March 

29*73 

46-9° 

22 

2*82 

April 

30*14 

50-5° 

9 

*66 

May 

30*28 

57*3° 

1 

•08 

June 

3°'°5 

63-3° 

13 

279 

July 

29*71 

64*2° 

8 

1*20 

August 

30*10 

6i*6° 

1 1 

i’59 

September 

29*29 

57-8° 

24 

4-84 

October 

2977 

46*2° 

15 

2*6i 

November 

30,I9 

39*0° 

6 

•92 

December 

29*80 

40*1° 

21 

yoi 

FA  UN  TON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1896. 


Population  of  DistridT 

(1899 

19,753 

Estimated  population 

to  middle  of  1896  ... 

17,287 

Area  in  Statute  Acres 

•  •  . 

68,094 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

29-0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

14*2 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

•  •  • 

1*04 

Infant  Mortality  per  1 

,000  Births 

79  *5 

To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Twenty-fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  health  of  the  Rural  DistridT  of  Taunton. 

The  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  the  Death-rate  being 
lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  one,  the  prevalence  of 
Measles,  and  its  consequent  influence  on  the  Zymotic  Death- 
rate  being  the  only  event  which  militated  against  a  remarkably 
low  death-rate.  As  on  former  occasions,  this  Report  deals — 
(1)  With  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  ;  (2)  The 
mortality  and  sickness  of  1896;  and  (3)  The  adfion  taken  for 
Sanitary  purposes  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District. 

i.  Water  Supply. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  completion  of 
the  water  supply  to  the  village  of  Bishop’s  Lydeard. 

As  I  reported  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1895,  a  most 
generous  gift  of  a  good  and  ample  supply  was  made  to  the 
village  by  J.  E.  Esdaile,  Esq.,  of  Cothelstone  House.  An 
enquiry  was  held  by  Colonel  Durnford  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  necessary  sanction  to  a  loan  of 
£”1,300  was  obtained. 

The  Parochial  Committee  met  very  frequently  during  the 
year,  and  Mr.  H.  Coles  (the  Manager  of  the  Taunton  Water 
Works)  not  only  supplied  the  necessary  plans  and  specifica¬ 
tions,  but  superintended  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  to 
their  completion.  The  result  has  been  most  satisfactory. 
The  source  of  the  supply  is  situated  about  two  miles  from, 
and  340  feet  above  the  village  of  Bishop’s  Lydeard.  There 
is,  therefore,  an  excellent  fall  and  plenty  of  pressure.  The 
spring  discharges  into  a  tank,  from  which  a  3-inch  main, 
1,100  yards  in  length,  conveys  it  to  a  “  Break-pressure  Tank,” 
where  the  supply  is  regulated  by  an  improved  ball  valve, 
which  aCts  remarkably  well,  keeping  not  merely  the  tank  full, 
but  also  the  3-inch  main  to  the  spring-head  also  charged. 

The  distance  from  the  “Break-pressure  Tank”  to  the 
village  is  about  3,000  yards.  Along  this  a  4-inch  main  is 
laid  with  an  almost  even  gradient.  When  it  arrives  at  the 
village  the  main  is  tapped  and  laid  on  with  stop-cock,  free 
of  charge,  to  all  premises  requiring  it.  The  result  is  that 
Bishop’s  Lydeard,  instead  of  having  its  water  supplied  from 
a  number  of  sewage-polluted  wells,  has  an  ample  supply  of 
pure  water  laid  on  in  all  directions.  More  than  this,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  village  provision  has  been  made  for  amply 
flushing  the  sewer  direCt  from  the  main,  and  hydrants  have 
been  placed  at  intervals  for  use  in  case  of  fire. 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Coles,  of  Taunton,  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  inhabitants  have  readily 
availed  themselves  of  the  pure  supply,  which  cannot  fail  to 
be  a  lasting  boon,  and  tend  greatly  to  the  sanitary  well-being 
of  the  village. 
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2.  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Staplegrove  has  been  satis¬ 
factorily  settled  during  the  year,  and  by  permission  of  the 
owner,  Mr.  Turner,  works  have  been  carried  out,  which 
satisfactorily  settles  the  matter,  the  sewage  being  discharged 
on  land  at  a  point  remote  from  houses  or  public  highways, 
and  so  dealt  with  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance. 

Norton  Fitz warren  sewerage  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal 
of  trouble.  The  sewers  were  originally  badly  laid,  and  being 
in  places  very  near  the  surface  of  the  road,  were  broken  by 
the  heavy  traffic  passing  over  them.  The  subsoil  pipes  in 
the  irrigation  field  were  entirely  choked,  and  the  tanks  for 
the  precipitation  of  the  solids  were  in  a  very  bad  state.  A 
number  of  meetings  of  the  Parochial  Committee  were  held, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  sewer  has  been  re-laid  at  a  proper 
gradient ;  the  pipes  in  the  irrigation  field  have  been  all  taken 
up,  and  are  being  re-laid,  and  the  settling  tanks  have  been 
cleansed.  Want  of  proper  supervision  in  the  past  has  no 
doubt  been  the  cause  to  a  great  extent  of  all  this  mischief. 
Arrangements  have  now  been  made,  so  that  in  the  future  the 
works  shall  be  well  looked  after,  and  kept  in  good  working 
order.  This  is  most  essential,  if  a  nuisance  in  the  future  is 
to  be  avoided. 

The  sewage  disposal  works,  both  at  North  Curry  and 
Hatch  Beauchamp,  have  worked  well,  and  have  not  called 
for  interference. 

The  sewer  on  the  Stoke  road,  North  Curry,  received 
attention  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

At  Bishop’s  Hull,  works  have  been  carried  out  to  keep 
the  sewers  in  good  condition. 

The  subject  of  Trull  sewage  disposal  has  cropped  up 
once  or  twice  during  the  year.  Unless  great  care  is  taken, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  former  nuisances  will  recur. 

The  sewage  outfall  from  the  northern  end  of  Bishop’s 
Lydeard  requires  periodical  emptying  and  cleansing,  and 
orders  have  been  given  by  the  Parochial  Committee  to  that 
effeCf. 

Defective  drainage  existed  at  Kingston,  but  was  remedied 
at  once  on  being  discovered.  A  great  nuisance  also  existed 
at  Holway,  from  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  a  number  of 
cottages  and  laundries  into  a  ditch.  Notices  were  served  to 
abate  the  same. 
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3.  Houses. 

The  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  the 
district  are  much  improved.  New  cottages  have  supplanted 
old  ones,  and  these  latter  are  kept  in  a  better  condition  than 
formerly.  Constant  inspection,  however,  is  required  to  keep 
them  in  good  condition. 

Mortality  during  the  Year  1896. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year  1896  were 
233  ;  4  of  these,  however,  occurred  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital, 
which  is  situated  just  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  of 
Taunton,  and  is  therefore  in  the  Rural  District.  Three  of  these 
deaths  occurring  in  residents  from  the  town,  are  credited  to 
the  Urban  District,  and  must  be  deducted  from  the  Rural, 
thus  leaving  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  this  district  as  230. 

On  the  other  hand,  11  deaths  occurred  in  the  Taunton 
and  Somerset  Hospital,  and  15  in  the  Union  Workhouse  in 
residents  from  the  Rural  District,  and  must  be,  therefore, 
added  to  the  230,  making  the  total  deaths  256. 

This  is  at  the  rate  of  14*2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

This  is  less  than  last  year,  when  the  death-rate  was  15-7 
per  1,000. 

Localities. 

Of  these  256  deaths,  47  occurred  in  the  Pitminster  Regis¬ 
tration  District,  72  in  North  Curry,  24  in  Taunton  St.  Mary 
(without),  52  in  Taunton  St.  James  (without),  34  in  Bishop’s 
Lydeard  District,  and  1  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital. 

To  these  must  be  added  (as  already  stated)  15  residents, 
who  died  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  11  in  the  Taunton 
and  Somerset  Hospital. 

Sexes. 

Of  these  256  deaths,  126  were  males,  and  131  females. 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows : — 


Under  1 

year 

...  40 

1  to  5  years 

18 

5  to  15 

, ,  ...  ... 

6 

15  to  25 

, ,  . .  ... 

17 

25  to  60 

, ,  ...  ... 

...  51 

Over  60 

,,  ...  • • •  . 

124 

Total 

256 
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The  infant  mortality  or  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  was  40,  or  at  the  rate  of  79*5  per  1,000  Births. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  deaths  in  Public  Institutions .  were  4;  all  in  the 
Sanitary  Plospital.  As  already  stated,  3  of  these  were  Urban, 
and  one  a  Rural  case. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  were  21  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  They  were  as  follows : — 4  from 
diphtheria,  1  from  enteric  fever,  11  from  measles,  3  from 
whooping  cough,  and  2  from  diarrhoea. 

3  of  the  4  deaths  from  diphtheria  were,  however.  Urban 
cases.  This  reduces  the  total  number  to  18,  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  1-04  per  1,000. 

2.  Other  Diseases. 

The  causes  of  the  other  deaths  were  as  follows:  —  1  from 
puerperal  fever,  12  from  phthisis,  40  from  bronchitis,  pneu¬ 
monia,  and  pleurisy,  32  from  heart  disease,  and  126  from 
other  diseases. 

Births  during  1896. 

The  Births  during  the  year  were  503,  or  at  the  rate  of  29*0 
per  1,000. 

1 13  of  these  Births  occurred  in  the  Pitminster  District;  152 
in  North  Curry;  31  in  Taunton  St.  Mary;  117  in  Taunton  St. 
James;  and  90  in  Bishop’s  Lydeard  District. 


Acftion  taken  during  the  year  to  prevent  the 

Spread  of  Disease. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


I  received  54  Certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  A6t  during  the  year. 

The  Diseases  notified  were  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 


...  19 

cases 

...  II 

..  6 

5  5 

2 

n 

...  16 

Total  ... 


•••  54 


>  5 
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The  following  were  the  Parishes  in  which  they  occurred  : — 


Bagborough 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

I 

Diphtheria. 

•  •  • 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

Bickenhall 

Bishop’s  Hull 

2 

I 

3 

Cheddon 

4 

•  .  • 

1 

Creech 

3 

I 

I 

2 

Durston 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

Hatch  Beauchamp 

1 

... 

... 

Heathfield 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  ,  . 

1 

Kingston 

2 

•  .  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

North  Curry 

3 

2 

.  .  . 

Norton 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

1 

Pitminster 

•  •  « 

2 

Ruishton 

5 

•  •  . 

.  ,  . 

Staplegrove 

I 

2 

Stoke  St.  Gregory 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

2 

Tolland 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

... 

Trull 

... 

2 

... 

West  Hatch 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

West  Monkton 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

Totals 

19 

I  I 

6 

2 

16 

2.  The  Sanitary  Hospital. 


I  admitted  17  cases  from  the  Rural  District  into  the 
Sanitary  Hospital  during  the  year.  The  Diseases  and 
Parishes  from  which  they  came  are  as  follows: — 


Parish.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever. 


Bagborough  1 

Bickenhall  ...  2 

Cheddon  2 

Creech  3 

Kingston  1  ...  1 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence  ...  1 

Pitminster  ...  2 

Ruishton  3 

Trull  ...  1 


Totals. 

1 

2 
2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 


Totals  10  6  1  17 

Particulars  of  these  cases  will  be  found  in  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Hospital,  which  is  appended  to  this 
Report. 
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3.  Sickness  in  1896. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
parishes  of  Bagborough,  Cheddon,  Creech,  Hatch  Beauchamp, 
Kingston,  North  Curry,  and  Ruishton.  At  Creech  it  assumed 
a  somewhat  epidemic  form,  and  I  had  to  close  the  schools  for 
a  while  in  consequence  of  its  prevalence.  Its  spread  was 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fabl  that  many  cases  occurred  about 
which  no  notice  was  taken,  and  no  dobtor  called  in,  being  of  a 
very  mild  type.  Most  of  the  reported  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Sanitary  Hospital.  An  instance  is  afforded  of  the  value 
of  the  isolation  thus  obtained,  for  in  no  such  cases  did  the 
disease  spread,  whereas,  in  one  case,  which  was  not  removed, 
it  spread  to  all  the  other  children  in  the  house. 

An  outbreak  at  Ruishton  was  traceable  to  a  dairv.  Several 
cases  were  reported,  and  on  enquiry  I  found  that  the  only 
thing  in  common  was  that  the  milk  was  obtained  from  one  and 
the  same  source.  On  visiting  this  dairy  I  found  a  lad  who 
had  suffered  from  a  rash  and  sore  throat,  freely  desquamating. 
I  at  once  removed  him  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital,  stopped  any 
milk  being  taken  to  the  house,  and  had  the  house  and  premises 
thoroughly  disinfebted  and  cleansed.  Had  I  not  accidentally 
found  this  out  a  serious  epidemic  might  have  resulted. 

The  cases  in  North  Curry  parish  were  at  Ham,  adjoining 
Creech,  and  the  children  went  to  that  school.  The  other  cases 
which  occurred  in  the  distribl  were  few  and  sporadic,  and 
could  not  be  traced  to  any  special  cause. 

Diphtheria. — This  disease  occurred  in  the  parishes  of 
Bickenhall,  Creech,  Lydeard  St.  Lawrence,  North  Curry, 
Pitminster,  Staplegrove,  and  Trull.  Most  of  them  were 
removed  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital.  One  case  walked  home 
a  distance  of  many  miles  the  day  before  admission,  and  then 
rapidly  sank.  The  worst  case  admitted  was  from  Comeytrowe, 
in  the  parish  of  Trull.  The  sanitary  surroundings  were  bad. 
It  was  the  worst  case  I  ever  saw  recover. 

The  number  of  cases  were,  however,  few — only  11 — and 
were  very  scattered,  and  did  not  spread. 

Enteric  Fever. — There  were  only  six  cases  of  this  disease 
during  the  year,  and  four  of  them  were  in  the  parish  of 
Kingston.  The  water  in  every  case  was  polluted  with  sewage. 

Measles. — This,  which  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Borough 
of  Taunton,  also  appeared  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
in  the  Rural  District.  The  disease  occurred  in  the  following 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1396. 


21 


parishes: — Stoke  St.  Gregory,  North  Curry,  Bishop’s  Lydeard, 
Kingston,  Thurlbear,  Lydeard  St.  Lawrence,  Pitminster,  and 
Staplegrove.  In  consequence  of  its  prevalence  the  various 
schools  had  to  be  closed. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  1896  for  Sanitary 
Purposes  over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  works  carried  out  at  Norton* 
Staplegrove,  Bishop’s  Lydeard,  and  other  parts  of  the  district. 
Besides  these  larger  works,  a  great  deal  was  done  in  the  way 
of  repairing  and  re-laying  private  drains.  The  surface 
drainage  from  pump  troughs  and  near  to  dwellings  also 
required  much  attention.  Cesspools  are  emptied  more 
frequently  than  formerly,  but  there  is  still  much  room  for 
improvement.  Notices  have  been  served  by  your  inspectors 
in  a  great  number  of  instances. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

I  have  analysed  no  less  than  74  samples  of  well  water 
during  the  year,  and  in  nearly  every  case  were  they  polluted 
with  sewage.  Out  of  31  samples  from  Bishop’s  Lydeard 
village,  only  four  were  good.  It  is,  therelore,  most  fortunate 
that  they  now  have  such  a  copious  and  excellent  supply. 
I  found  specially  bad  water  in  the  parishes  of  Pitminster, 
Kingston,  Trull,  Bishop’s  Hull,  North  Curry,  Creech,  Thorn 
Falcon,  and  Bishop’s  Lydeard.  In  all  cases  notices  were 
served,  and  works  carried  out  to  ensure  a  good  and  pure  supply. 

3.  Nuisances. 

The  tabular  reports  of  your  two  inspectors  attached  to 
this  report  will  give  particulars  of  the  various  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  They  were  of  the  usual  character — 
filthy  cesspools  and  privies,  accumulations  of  manure  arid 
rubbish,  animals  kept  in  a  filthy  state,  &c. 

Overcrowding. — A  few  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
were  abated. 

4.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Two  houses  were  reported  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  One  case,  however,  although  somewhat  dilapi¬ 
dated  from  a  structural  point  of  view,  was  very  clean,  and  I 
could  not  certify  it  as  being  in  any  way  prejudicial  to  health. 
The  other  was  a  very  bad  case,  and  was  dealt  with  at  once. 
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5.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  The  dairy 
already  mentioned  at  Ruishton  was  the  only  one  calling  for 
abtion  during  the  year. 

6.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

The  only  complaint  regarding  these  during  the  year  is  the 
use  of  an  unlicensed  slaughter-house  close  to  a  public  highway. 
No  addon  has  been  taken  in  the  matter,  as  your  inspedtor 
fails  to  obtain  proof  of  the  slaughtering. 

A  number  of  plans  of  new  buildings  have  been  before  your 
Council  during  the  year.  Where  not  in  accordance  with  the 
bye-laws,  they  have  been  referred  back  for  amendment.  A 
salutary  check  is  thus  put  upon  insanitary  buildings. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  tables  A  and  B,  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  giving  the  mortality  and 
sickness  returns  for  the  year,  and  also  the  tabular  returns  of 
your  two  inspectors,  Messrs.  Crump  and  Goode. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  TAUNTON. 


Births  and  Deaths  from  the  Year  1873  to  1896. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

— 

Public  Institutions, 

T.  &  S.  Hospital, 
and 

Union  Workhouse. 

Small  Pox. 

j  Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

J  Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

J  Enteric  Fever. 

j  Diarrhoea. 

J  Total. 

1873 

421 

227 

3 

8 

I 

6 

18 

43 

1874 

402 

258 

9 

2 

. . . 

5 

9 

9 

34 

51 

1875 

392 

258 

— 

. . . 

. . . 

6 

z4 

20 

63 

1876 

447 

287 

35 

I 

8 

I  T 

55 

48 

1877 

424 

291 

5 

7 

2 

z9 

7 

1 1 

51 

57 

I878 

525 

270 

25 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

5 

16 

49 

80 

1879 

478 

3°9 

1 

1 

. . . 

18 

4 

8 

32 

78 

l880 

496 

255 

1 

2 

7 

2 

z4 

26 

56 

l88l 

5I3 

276 

32 

1 

4 

7 

1 

6 

5i 

71 

l882 

535 

329 

2 

3 

39 

8 

2 

8 

62 

67 

1883 

533 

299 

2 

12 

•  •  ♦ 

6 

5 

25 

62 

I884 

487 

272 

3 

z3 

— 

3 

3 

4 

4 

30 

70 

1885 

543 

330 

z4 

6 

4 

7 

1 

15 

65 

76 

1886 

526 

296 

18 

3 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

26 

74 

1887 

491 

252 

6 

1 

2 

10 

. . . 

z3 

32 

76 

1888 

55i 

267 

2 

1 

3 

. . . 

3 

1 

10 

62 

l88g 

538 

238 

2 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

5 

9 

59 

189O 

486 

335 

H 

. . . 

1 1 

J9 

•  •  • 

2 

46 

69 

189I 

555 

331 

5 

•  .  • 

2 

1 

. . . 

3 

1 1 

69 

I892 

465 

274 

7 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

4 

x4 

85 

1893 

558 

347 

27 

3 

2 

17 

1 

12 

62 

93 

i894 

504 

298 

.  •  . 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

z5 

68 

i895 

576 

288 

.  .  . 

. . . 

1 

1 

z3 

. . . 

10 

25 

70 

1896 

1 

632 

336 

. . . 

40 

... 

2 

1 1 

1 

16 

70 

85 

TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  Completed 
in  the  year  1896  (J.  W.  Northcomhe,  Certified  Inspector). 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer 

105 

Number  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  etc. 

...  1,318 

,,  Re-inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  etc.  ... 

154 

a 

o 
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o 

CD 

c n 
G 


O 

C/3 

■w 

13 

C/5 

CD 

Pi 


Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses, 
Premises,  etc. 


Houses,  Premises,  etc.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime- 
washed,  etc.  ... 


Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 


Pollution  of  Stream  ... 


I51 


118 


Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  45 


59i 


<D 


C/3 

S  m 
'3  s 

u  O 

QK 


Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 


Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  etc. 


38 


495 


a; 

C/3 

o 

O 

u 

05 

4-» 

aJ 
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Repaired 


Supplied  with  Water 


New  Provided 


276 


38 


3i 


C/3 

3  G 

QPQ 


'E 

Oh 

P 

c n 

Ul 

CD 

CIS 

£ 


Repaired,  Covered,  etc. 


Cisterns  Newly  Erected 


Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  etc. 


Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water 


Wells  Unfit  for  Use  and  Condemned  ... 


3i 


55 


30 


C/3 

G 

O 

<13 

G 

13 

o 

C/3 


Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 


Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received  } 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  J 


Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 


Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 


rO 

CD 

-4-» 

o 

<D 

Oh 

C/3 

G 


u 

03 

13 

b£) 

03 


497 


52 


Bakehouses 

... 

... 

32 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

... 

... 

10 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  etc. 

... 

... 

39 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

... 

... 

9 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  Completed 
in  the  Year  1896  (Tiros.  Goldsworthy  Crump). 


No.  of  Complaints  received  during  year 

... 

15 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ... 

about 

670 

No.  of  Re-inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

about 

460 

O  « 

°  O 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of 
and  Premises  ... 

Houses  ) 

) 

70 

CD 

X  O 
p  <V 
(A  P* 

Q)  C/3 

£ 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired, 
washed,  &c. 

White-  1 

( 

6 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

6 

<u  (/> 

i/l  C 

p  .t! 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

... 

44 

O  P 

HH 

E  Q 

Ventilated  ... 

... 

9 

T3 

G 

Repaired,  &c. 

... 

32 

Privies  a 

W.C’s 

Supplied  with  Water 

... 

2 

New  Provided 

... 

8 

0) 

G 

£ 

New  Provided 

... 

— 

c/3 

P 

Q 

Repaired 

... 

— 

jA 

H 

Pi 

p 

CO 

u 

0) 

Cisterns  (new)  Erected,  and  Water  Supply 

.  .  . 

65 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired  and  Covered 

... 

3 

aJ 

£ 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished 

.  .  . 

7 

No.  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

... 

— 

Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received  and 
attended  to 

1 

i 

— 

C/3 

P 

O 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

| 

i 

1 1 

P 

a 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

... 

3 

C/3 

«e— i 

2 

Bakehouses 

... 

— 

P  ■*-* 

03  (j 
<-3  (1) 

3> 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

... 

- — - 

<u  £ 

a  £ 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

... 

14 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses 

... 

1 

TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  Completed 
in  the  Year  1896  (Joseph  J .  Goode). 


No. 

of  Complaints  received  during  year 

9 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ... 

613 

No.  of  Re-inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

326 

0  3 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  ) 

and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

115 

C/5  •_£ 

X  O 

P  CD 

C/3  CX 
<D  c n 

Pi  C 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White-  | 

washed,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

292 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

7 

d)  C/5 

tn  p 

2  *c3 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

23 

0  2 

E  Q 

Ventilated  ... 

10 

a 

a3  c/> 

Repaired,  &c.  ... 

52 

£  ci 

Supplied  with  Water... 

— 

u 

Ph 

New  Provided 

12 

c/5 

•  1— < 

PQ 

New  Provided 

— 

-4~* 

C/3 

3 

Q 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

— 

'Si 

ft. 

Cisterns  (new)  Ere<5ted 

— 

CO 

J-t 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired  and  Covered 

25 

■*-» 

03 

£ 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished 

— 

No.  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

— 

Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received  and  ) 
attended  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

— 

c/5 

P 

0 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  ) 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  j 

t-7 

CD 

P 

J2 

CD 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

9 

0 

C/3 

u  CD 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

A  b 

P  CD 
biD  CD 
(V)  C/3 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

— 

PC  « 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses 

— 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1896  in  the  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 
(Table  A).  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


LOCALITIES  AND 
PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS 

(a) 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES  DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  ACE. 

w 

1  1  2  3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

12 

13  I  14 

15 

16 

17 

18  19 

20 

21 

22 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous  Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentry 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Ague 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis  Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries 

All  other  Diseases 

Totals 

GO 

CD 

he 

< 

P 

4-> 

< 

(*) 

u 

P 

CD 

H 

Jh 

<D 

13 

p 

D 

w 

in 

u 

CD 

P 

P 

13 

p 

p 
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(d) 

in 

M 

u 

<D 

13 

P 

P 

13 

P 

P 
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(e) 

in 

N 

t- 

CD 

13 

P 

P 

13 

a 

aj 

in 

M 

(/) 

0 

CO 

O 

<D 

13 

c 

p 

13 

p 

p 

in 

(g) 

^  60  and  upwards 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

123 

40 

19 

2 

2 

20 

40 

under  5 

— 

2 

... 

... 

10 

3 

5 

... 

... 

8 

... 

1 

30 

59 

over  5 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

4 

9 

10 

1 

38 

28 

64 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

166 

48 

30 

3 

5 

31 

49 

under  5 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

21 

8 

7 

... 

1 

13 

... 

... 

78 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

2 

... 

9 

12 

9 

... 

52 

88 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital. 

55 

7 

9 

4 

4 

24 

7 

under  5 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

4 

•  .  • 

2 

... 

•  .  . 

1 

... 

3 

5 

16 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

7 

1 

3 

22 

39 

Union  Workhouse. 

30 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

6 

24 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

5 

... 

20 

30 

Totals. 

374 

95 

58 

9 

11 

81 

120 

under  5 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

35 

11 

14 

... 

... 

1 

22 

... 

4 

63 

153 

over  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

... 

2 

... 

... 

23 

29 

25 

4 

132 

221 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  Oh 

TAUNTON,  Classified  according  to  the  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

(Table  B). 


LOCALITIES. 

(a) 

Population 
at  all  Ages. 

Census 

1891. 

(*) 

^  Registered  Births 

3  Aged  under  5  and  over  5 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  ir\  each  Locality  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  tl\e  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  cases  removed  from  their  homes  in 

the  several  Localities  for  treatment  \i\  the 

Isolation  Hospital. 

1 

2  |  3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

j  Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

j  Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

9.105 

282 

under  5 

... 

2 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

9 

16 

... 

2 

1 

... 

4 

9 

5 

... 

1 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

8,921 

35° 

under  5 

... 

5 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

2 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

7 

11 

3 

... 

... 

13 

2 

8 

... 

3 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital. 

... 

... 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

— 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Union  Workhouse. 

... 

... 

under  5 

... 

•  •  • 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •> 

5  upwards 
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•  •  • 
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•  • 
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... 

... 

Totals. 

18,026 

632 

under  5 

... 

7 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

6 

8 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

r7 

27 

... 

... 

7 

... 

... 

1 

... 

17 

... 

12 

13 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  compulsory  in  District  since  January  1st ,  1890. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  (Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital)  is  situated  in  Taunton  St.  James'  Without  (Rural  portion). 


Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1896  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 
(Table  A).  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


LOCALITIES  AND 
PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS 

(a) 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES  DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  ACE. 
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3 
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11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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1  *9 

Injuries  J  g 

21 

22 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous  Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentry 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Ague 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis  Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

All  other  Diseases 

Totals 
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3.  1  and  under  5 
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CD 
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G 
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G 
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10 
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(g) 

75-  60  and  upwards 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

1.  Pitminster  Distridt. 

47 

7 

1 

1 

2 

IO 

26 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

6 

8 

5  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

5 

11 

6 

17 

39 

2.  North  Curry  District. 

72 

11 

6 

3 

7 

15 

30 

under  5 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

11 

17 

5  upwards 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

10 

9 

30 

55 

3.  Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

24 

5 

... 

... 

1 

4 

under  5 

— 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

5  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

5 

5 

7 

19 

4.  Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

52 

10 

4 

1 

3 

10 

24 

under  5 

... 

5 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

6 

14 

5  upwards 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

7 

27 

38 

5.  Bishop’s  Lydeard 
Distridt. 

34 

6 

4 

... 

2 

6 

16 

under  5 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

4 

... 

4 

10 

5  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

5 

18 

24 

6.  Sanitary  Hospital. 

4 

... 

3 

... 

1 

... 

... 

under  5 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

5  upwards 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

— 

... 

1 

Totals. 

233 

39 

18 

5 

16 

45 

no 

under  5 

3 

...  j  ... 

... 

... 

9 

3 

2 

12 

1 

27 

57 

5  upwards 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

12 

28 

32 

99 

176  j 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

TAUNTON,  Classified  according  to  the  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

(Table  B). 


LOCALITIES. 

(a) 

Population 
at  all  Ages. 

Registered  Births 

3.  Aged  under  5  and  over  5 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  ir]  each  Locality  comiqg  to  the 
knowledge  of  tl\e  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  cases  removed  from  their  Ijomes  in 
the  several  Localities  for  treatment  irj  the 

Isolation  Hospital. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

56789 

10 

11 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Small  Pox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membraneous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Census 

1891. 

(*) 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

1 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Typhus 

Enteric,  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Pitminster  District. 

4.325 

113 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

North  Curry  District. 

5.147 

152 

under  5 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

6 

3 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

Taunton  St.  Mary 
District. 

968 

3i 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

— 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

— 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Taunton  St.  James’ 
District. 

5.II7 

117 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

6 

1 

... 

4 

... 

... 

1 

... 

8 

3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Bishop’s  Lydeard 
District. 

3.196 

90 

under  5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Totals. 

1 

18.753 

5°3 

under  5 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5  upwards 

... 

18 

11 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

2 

... 

16 

... 

9 

6 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  compulsory  in  District  since  November ,  1889. 


The  Isolation  Hospital  (Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital)  is  situated  in  Taunton  St.  James'  Without  (Rural  portion). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


OF  THE 


Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital. 


by 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond.,  F.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Institution. 


Taunton,  January,  1897. 
To  the  Sanitary  Hospital  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Taunton  Sanitary  Hospital. 

1.  Cases  admitted  during  the  Year. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  1896,  were  65,  or  4  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted  since 
the  opening  of  the  Hospital  in  1879  to  1,462. 
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The  yearly  admissions  have  been  as  follows : — 


From 

July. 

1879 

to  September, 

1880 

42 

99 

Odt., 

1880 

9  9 

9  9 

1881 

19 

9  9 

99 

1881 

9  9 

9  9 

1882 

76 

9  9 

9  9 

1882 

9  9 

9  9 

1883  ... 

64 

9  9 

9  9 

1883 

99 

9  9 

1884 

127 

9  9 

9  9 

1884 

9  9 

9  9 

1885  ... 

205 

9  * 

9  9 

1885 

9  9 

9  9 

1886 

60 

99 

9  9 

1886 

9  9 

9  • 

1887  ••• 

93 

9  9 

9  9 

1887 

9  9 

9  9 

1888 

63 

99 

9  9 

1888 

9  9 

9  9 

1889  ... 

25 

9  9 

9  9 

1889 

9  9 

9  9 

1890 

79 

9  9 

9  9 

1890 

9  9 

9  9 

1891 

70 

9  9 

9  9 

1891 

to  December, 

1892 

44 

9  9 

Jan., 

1893 

9  9 

9  9 

1893 

185 

9  9 

9  9 

1894 

9  9 

9  9 

1894 

176 

99 

9  9 

1895 

9  9 

9  9 

1895 

69 

9  9 

99 

1896 

9  9 

9  9 

1896 

65 

2.  Cases 

ADMITTED  DURING  1896. 

The  various  diseases  admitted  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Measles  ... 


27  cases 
...  29 

5  55 

•  •  •  4  ” 


Total  ...  ...  65 


3.  Localities. 

Of  the  65  cases,  46  were  from  the  Urban  District,  and  19 
from  the  Rural  District.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


1.  Urban  District. 


Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever.  Measles.  Total. 


Taunton  St.  Mary  District ...  11 
Taunton  St.  James  District...  7 


11  1  3  26 

10  3  ...  20 


Totals 


18  21 


4  3  46 
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2.  Rural  District. 


Parish.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Enteric  Fever. 

Bagborough 

1 

,  .  • 

Bickenhall 

2 

•  •  • 

Cheddon 

2 

.  •  • 

Creech 

3 

•  •  • 

Kingston 

1 

1 

Lydeard  St.  Lawrence 

1 

•  •  • 

Pitminster 

2 

.  .  . 

Ruishton 

3 

•  %  • 

Trull 

1 

... 

Totals. 

1 

2 
2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

i 


Totals  ...  io  6 


i7 


The  annual  Urban  and  Rural  cases  admitted  since  the 
opening  of  the  Hospital,  are  as  follows:  — 


1879-80 

Urban  Cases. 

19 

Rural  Cases. 

23 

Totals. 

42 

1880-81 

II 

8 

19 

1881-82 

63 

13 

76 

1882-83 

29 

35 

64 

1883-84 

70 

57 

I27 

1884-85 

166 

39 

205 

1885-86 

...  46  ... 

H 

60 

1886-87 

47 

46 

93 

1887-88 

27 

39 

63 

1888-89 

16 

9 

25 

1889-90 

...  58  ... 

21 

79 

1890-91 

29 

41 

70 

1891-92 

26 

18 

44 

1892-93 

120 

62 

182 

1893-94 

132 

44 

176 

1894-95 

64 

5 

69 

1895-96 

46 

19 

65 

968 

491 

U459 

If  3  cases  from  without  both  districts  be  added,  it  brings 
the  total  up  to  1,462. 


Sexes. 


Of  the  65  cases,  23  were  males,  and  42  females. 


nc  ^drpi 


i  . 


